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" Wouldst thou the young year's blossoms
and the fruits of its decline,
And all by which the soul is charmed en-
raptured, feasted, fed ?
Wouldst thou the earth and Heaven itself in
one sole name combine ?
I name thee, O Sakuntala, and all at once is
said. "
It Is true, Hindu drama disregards the * uni-
ties* of time and place ; but not on that account
should it be regarded as artificial Greek and
French writers observe the unities; but not
the Elizabethan dramatists. Lessing, the great
German art-critic, pointed out that it was good
to cast off the fetters of the unities. Shakespeare
ignored them in his dramas. The unities of time
and place are, after all, Greek inventions which
Hindu drama does well to disregard, but the
unity of action and the unity of ideas are scrup-
ulously observed by the Hindu dramatist ; his
perception of the law of karma links all things
in the drama in a single chain of cause and
effect; every drama has one internal centre,
and the dramatic action is one, complete.
The accepted classification of dramas into
the tragic and comic will not be found in Sans-
krit books, A drama, from the Hindu stand-
point, may be comic, addressing itself to the
sense of the ridiculous. It often is a blend of
the tragic and comic ; it never is purely tragic ;